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Chuuk State Legislature 

The Chuuk State Legislature continues to operate effectively as a bicameral body, comprising the 

Senate with 10 members and the House of Representatives with 28 members. 

The leadership of the Eighteenth Chuuk State Legislature remains dedicated to guiding our 

legislative priorities. The Senate continues to be led by: 

1. The Honorable Arno H. Kony, President 

2. The Honorable Wisney Nakayama, Vice President 

3. The Honorable Andrel Cheche Yamamoto, Floor Leader 

The House of Representatives maintains its presiding leadership under: 

1. The Honorable Lester D. Mersai, Speaker 

2. The Honorable Andrew A. May, Vice Speaker 

3. The Honorable Wayne Olap, Floor Leader 

The Legislature has remained highly active, convening across its regular and subsequent special 

sessions to pass critical statutory amendments, appropriate operational funds, and maintain 

robust oversight over state public resources. 

Environmental & Disaster Responses 

Uman Oil Spill Update 

Following the grave environmental crisis that began in September 2025 regarding the sunken 

World War II vessel Rio De Janeiro Maru off Uman Island, we are pleased to share a positive 

update. Thanks to the overwhelming regional and international solidarity received—including 

the vital technical interventions requested at our last gathering—the oil spill site has been 

temporarily contained. 

We extend our profound gratitude to the governments of Japan and Australia for providing the 

specialized technical expertise, equipment, and frontline assistance necessary to secure the site 

and mitigate further immediate damage to our marine environment, mangrove ecosystems, and 

local livelihoods. Long-term monitoring and remediation planning remain a priority. 

Typhoon Sinlaku Recovery 



Our islands were recently hit by Typhoon Sinlaku, which caused substantive damage to 

infrastructure, residential areas, and local agricultural resources across multiple communities. 

Recovery efforts are fully underway. 

We are incredibly grateful to report that FSM has been granted Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) assistance to aid in our long-term recovery and reconstruction 

efforts. Furthermore, the State of Chuuk wishes to formally thank and acknowledge all 

neighboring island nations, international NGOs, local civil society organizations, and private 

donors who generously donated funds, relief supplies, and logistical aid to assist our people 

during the immediate aftermath of the typhoon. Your enduring Pacific brotherhood sustained us 

through a difficult period. 

Infrastructure & Development Projects 

The State of Chuuk continues to pursue its infrastructure to improve public service delivery and 

health security: 

• All major infrastructure initiatives previously reported in Saipan remain active and 

ongoing. These include widespread Dispensary Construction Projects, School 

Construction Projects aimed at upgrading rural facilities, vital Road Development 

Projects, and critical Dock Improvement Projects. 

• The Chuuk Water Supply and Sanitation Project, overseen by the Chuuk State Public 

Utility Corporation (CSPUC), continues to expand access to clean water and reliable 

utility services. 

• Plans for the construction of the new state hospital are moving forward; however, the 

actual commencement of construction is currently pending the final resolution of 

complex land-use and title issues. The Legislature and Executive branches are working 

collaboratively to resolve these legal hurdles expeditiously. 

Institutional Partnerships & Capacity Building 

The Chuuk State Legislature gratefully acknowledges its enduring partnership with the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Following past successful inductions, UNDP’s 

continued support in providing legal drafting workshops and capacity-building training for our 

legislative staff and members has been invaluable. This partnership continues to significantly 

enhance our institutional efficiency, legislative oversight, and legal frameworks. 

The Chuuk State Legislature further acknowledges and thanks PIDB for recently hosting a 

capacity building workshop for our secretaries in Guam. Kinisou Chapwur Ms. Lindsay and 

PIDB.  

Conclusion 

Honorable leaders and fellow delegates, as we convene here for the 43rd APIL General 

Assembly in Kiritimati, Chuuk remains deeply committed to the collective success of our region. 

The shared challenges we face—from environmental vulnerabilities and climate disasters to 



complex infrastructure development—only reinforce the necessity of regional bodies like APIL. 

Let us continue to build upon our shared resilience, strengthen our collaborative frameworks, and 

draft a sustainable path forward for all our island communities. 

Kinisou Chapwur. 

 


