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Mr. President, Honourable Speakers, Members of Parliament, distinguished delegates, ladies and
gentlemen.

Kam na bane ni Mauri.

Kiribati is honoured to present its country report to this 43rd General Assembly of the
Association of Pacific Island Legislatures, here on Kiritimati Island.

The theme of our meeting, “Bridging Distances, Strengthening Links,” is very relevant to
Kiribati. It speaks directly to our national reality as a country made up of islands scattered across
a vast ocean area. For our people, distance is not only a geographical issue. It is also an
economic issue, a social issue and a development issue.

Kiribati depends heavily on shipping, air services, fuel supply and communication networks to
connect our islands and serve our people. When transport is reliable, our people can move, goods
can arrive, businesses can operate and government services can reach communities. But when
transport becomes expensive or unreliable, the effects are felt by everyone.

Rising fuel and transportation costs continue to be a major challenge for Kiribati. When fuel
prices rise, the cost of shipping and air travel also increases. This then affects the price of food,
building materials, medicine, electricity, school supplies and other basic goods. It also affects
outer island communities, local businesses, public service delivery, health referrals, education
support and the general cost of living.

These challenges are not faced by Kiribati alone. Many APIL members share similar difficulties
because of remoteness, small populations, limited markets and dependence on imported fuel.
This is why our theme is important. It reminds us that although our islands are separated by
distance, our challenges are closely connected.

For Kiribati, bridging distance requires both physical and digital links. We need stronger
shipping and aviation services, but we also need better telecommunications, internet access and
digital systems. Better communication can reduce isolation, support education, improve health
services, assist businesses and help government reach the people more effectively.

This afternoon, two presentations from our Government ministries will further show this theme
from Kiribati’s point of view. The presentation on Digital Connectivity in Kiribati by the
Ministry of Information, Communication and Transport will highlight the importance of
telecommunications and digital services in connecting our scattered islands. The presentation on
Trade and Investment in Kiribati by the Ministry of Tourism, Commerce, Industry and



Cooperatives will highlight how transport, trade and investment are linked, and how high costs
affect businesses and consumers.

Together, these presentations will show that distance must be addressed in a practical way.
Stronger links are needed for trade, tourism, fisheries, investment, public services and
community development. For Kiritimati Island, these issues are especially important. This island
has great potential in tourism, fisheries and economic development, but that potential depends on
reliable transport, affordable fuel, stronger infrastructure and better communication.

Kiribati also continues to strengthen its democratic institutions and national development efforts.
Our Maneaba ni Maungatabu remains committed to serving the people through lawmaking,
oversight and representation. We also continue to focus on education, health, climate resilience,
labour mobility, outer island development, fisheries and stronger cooperation with development
partners.

For our young people, bridging distance means access to education, skills, employment and
opportunities. For our families, it means better services and lower costs. For our businesses, it
means access to markets and reliable supply chains. For our legislatures, it means working
together to support practical solutions for our communities.

Mr. President, APIL provides an important platform for this cooperation. Through APIL, we can
share experiences, learn from each other and speak with a stronger regional voice. On the issue
of rising fuel and transportation costs, we may not all have the same circumstances, but we can
work together by sharing information, exploring practical options and supporting policies that
reduce the burden on our people.

Kiribati remains committed to working with APIL members in the spirit of friendship,
partnership and mutual support. Although our islands are far apart, our shared commitment

brings us closer together.

In closing, I thank the APIL leadership, all member delegations, the Secretariat, our Government
ministries, and everyone who has contributed to this important meeting.

May this General Assembly strengthen our links, deepen our cooperation and help us build a
more connected and resilient future for our people.

Kam bati n rabwa.

I bestow upon you all our traditional blessings of Te Mauri, Te Raoi ao Te Tabomoa —
Health, Peace and Prosperity.

Thank you.



