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1. Introduction

The Republic of Palau is pleased to share with you its accomplishments, challenges, and future
opportunities.

On behalf of the Olbiil Era Kelulau (National Congress) and the people of the Republic of Palau,
we extend our sincere appreciation to the Parliament of Kiribati for hosting the 66th Board of
Directors Meeting and the 43rd General Assembly of the Association of Pacific Island
Legislatures (APIL).

The Republic of Palau is honored to participate in this year's Assembly under the theme,
“Bridging Distances, Strengthening Links.” This theme resonates with the realities faced by
Pacific island nations, whose geographic location presents continuing challenges in transportation,
communication, trade, tourism, and economic development. At the same time, it reflects our
collective determination to strengthen regional cooperation and build meaningful connections
among our peoples and institutions.

I1. Strengthening Connectivity and Regional Cooperation

As a small island developing state located in the western Pacific, Palau recognizes that
connectivity is essential to economic opportunity and regional collaboration. Reliable
transportation links, digital connectivity, and effective communication systems are critical for
overcoming the challenges of distance and isolation.

To address these challenges, Palau has undertaken significant investments in telecommunications,
and digital infrastructure. The Republic continues to work with development partners to improve
airport and seaport facilities, expand broadband and telecommunications services, and strengthen
digital government capabilities. These efforts have enhanced connectivity within Palau and
improved access to regional and global markets, services, and information.

For Palau, bridging distances means not only improving physical and digital connectivity, but also
strengthening the relationships that unite Pacific nations. Through collaboration, innovation, and
shared commitment, Palau remains dedicated to building stronger links among Pacific legislatures,
governments, and communities to advance a more connected, resilient, and prosperous region.

Palau continues to work with regional and international partners to strengthen air transportation,
modernize telecommunications infrastructure, improve maritime services, and enhance access to
digital technologies. These efforts support not only domestic development but also greater
engagement with neighboring Pacific countries.

A practical example of Palau's commitment to "Bridging Distances, Strengthening Links" is its
continued effort to expand air connectivity with regional and international partners. Despite its
geographic isolation, Palau maintains regular scheduled air service linking the country to major
regional hubs and neighboring Pacific island nations. Direct flights operated by United Airlines



connect Palau with Guam, Manila-Philippines, and Narita-Japan; China Airlines provides service
to Taipei-Taiwan; Nauru Airlines connects Palau with Pohnpei, Majuro, Tarawa, Nauru, and
Brisbane through the “island hopper”; and Qantas Airways provides service to Brisbane. In
addition, charter services operated by Cambodia Airways, Hong Kong Airlines, and Greater Bay
Airlines further strengthen Palau's connections with key tourism and business markets in Asia.

These air links play a vital role in facilitating tourism, trade, investment, educational exchanges,
medical referrals, and people-to-people connections, while also supporting regional cooperation
among Pacific island countries. By expanding and maintaining reliable transportation networks,
Palau continues to reduce the barriers of distance and strengthen its links with neighboring
countries and the broader international community.

I1. Recent Legislative Developments

In recent years, the Republic of Palau has faced growing concerns regarding the increasing
presence and use of illegal drugs, particularly methamphetamine, commonly known as "ice." Like
many countries in the Pacific region, Palau has experienced the social, economic, and public health
consequences associated with substance abuse, including its effects on families, communities,
workplace productivity, public safety, and the delivery of government services.

The emergence of methamphetamine as a significant threat has presented new challenges for law
enforcement, healthcare providers, and policymakers. The highly addictive nature of the drug and
its harmful impact on individuals and communities have heightened concerns about public safety
and the long-term well-being of the population. Recognizing the need for a stronger and more
coordinated response, the Olbiil Era Kelulau has taken legislative action to strengthen prevention,
enforcement, and rehabilitation efforts while promoting accountability among public officials
entrusted with serving the people of Palau.

In response to these challenges, the Olbiil Era Kelulau enacted RPPL 12-5 to enhance the
Republic's drug prevention, enforcement, and rehabilitation framework.

RPPL 12-5 substantially strengthened drug testing requirements for designated government
employees, including law enforcement officers, customs officers, immigration officers, airport
security officers, quarantine officers, and other public officials whose duties directly affect public
health and safety. The legislation increased the frequency of mandatory drug testing, expanded
testing requirements to applicants for national government employment, and established stricter
consequences for confirmed drug use.

Recognizing the growing social and economic impacts of substance abuse, the Olbiil Era Kelulau
also established mechanisms to direct proceeds derived from drug-related asset forfeitures, fines,
and fees toward dedicated drug enforcement and rehabilitation efforts. The law created a Drug
Enforcement Fund to enhance the Republic's capacity to detect and combat illegal drugs and a
Drug Rehabilitation Fund to support public awareness initiatives, treatment services, and recovery
programs.
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In addition, RPPL 12-5 strengthened penalties for methamphetamine-related offenses, reflecting
the Republic's commitment to a zero-tolerance approach toward dangerous narcotics and its
determination to protect communities from the harmful effects of drug abuse. One of the zero-
tolerance approaches in this law is that it prohibits the knowing possession of a controlled
substance, including its presence in a person's blood, urine, or other bodily fluids, unless lawfully
prescribed or otherwise authorized. The presence of a controlled substance in bodily fluids is
treated as possession of less than one gram of the substance which is punishable by a mandatory
penalty of 5 to 10 years imprisonment and a minimum $10,000 fine for a first conviction..

This legislation demonstrates Palau's commitment to maintaining public confidence in government
institutions, safeguarding public safety, strengthening law enforcement capabilities, and
addressing the challenges posed by substance abuse through both enforcement and rehabilitation
measures.

IX. Conclusion

Through legislative action, regional cooperation, and strategic investments in connectivity and
infrastructure, Palau continues to address the challenges associated with geographical isolation
while creating new opportunities for economic growth and social progress.

The theme of this year’s General Assembly, “Bridging Distance, Strengthening Links,” reflects
the shared aspirations of APIL to overcome barriers of distance through collaboration and
partnership. Palau believe that strong connections among our legislatures, governments, and
communities, are essential to building a more resilient, secure, and prosperous Pacific region.
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