Opening Remarks — Republic of the Marshall Islands
43rd General Assembly
Theme: “Bridging Distances, Strengthening Link”

Honorable President, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, brothers and sisters of the
Pacific,

Warm greetings from the Nitijela and people of the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

At the outset, I extend our sincere appreciation to the Government and the people of the
Republic of Kiribati for their kind hospitality and warm welcome here in Kiritimati. We
are grateful for the care and effort that has brought us together in this special part of our
Blue Pacific.

The theme of this Assembly, “Bridging Distances, Strengthening Link, ” speaks deeply to
the Pacific way of life. Across our vast ocean, distance has always been part of our reality,
but connection has always been our strength. Our ancestors bridged these distances through
knowledge, courage, and unity, linking islands, people, and cultures across generations.

Today, we carry that responsibility forward.

In the Marshall Islands, bridging distances remains both a challenge and a national
priority—especially for our outer island communities. We are mindful that distance can
still mean unequal access to essential goods, services, and opportunities. Strengthening
links, therefore, requires deliberate action to ensure that no community is left behind.

One of the most transformative ways we are bridging these distances is through
connectivity. Through the recent passage of Telecommunications (Reform) Act 2025, we
are building a more open, inclusive, and competitive telecommunications environment. At
the same time, satellite technologies, particularly the growing use of Starlink services, are
extending connectivity to our most remote islands. These efforts are doing more than
improving communication; they are strengthening the links between people and services,
connecting students to education, families to information, and communities to new
economic opportunities across the digital space.

Equally important is sea transport connectivity. The Republic of the Marshall Islands has
recently acquired a sailing vessel as part of efforts to strengthen low-emission inter-island
transport. This initiative reflects our commitment to sustainable maritime connectivity and
may serve as a practical model for APIL members in advancing greener sea transport across
the region. In this regard, we also acknowledge the recent Nitijela resolution supporting
the State of Pohnpei’s Letter of Intent signed on 15 May 2025 with the Government of
RMI and partners, aimed at exploring cooperation on low-carbon sea transport and related
regional studies.



Bridging distance also means strengthening economic and social links within our society.
We have introduced a Universal Basic Income initiative, through which eligible citizens
receive up to 200 dollars quarterly. This support helps ease the cost of living and
strengthens the link between national development and household resilience, particularly
for those in our most remote and vulnerable communities.

In addition, we are strengthening the link between work and dignity through progressive
wage reform. Our national Minimum Wage Act will increase to 5.00 dollars per hour this
coming October, and with a further increase to 5.25 dollars per hour scheduled for October
next year. These measures are intended to ensure that economic growth translates into
meaningful improvements in the lives of our people.

At the institutional level, we continue to bridge the distance between government and the
people we serve. The reconstruction of the Nitijela building is now about 70 percent
complete and is expected to be finalized by August, or no later than September this year.
This is not only the rebuilding of a structure, but the strengthening of the democratic space
where national dialogue and decision-making take place.

Looking ahead, we will further strengthen these links through our Constitutional
Convention election on July 10, 2026. This process will consider four proposed
constitutional amendments, including a proposal to allow for the direct election of the
President by the people. This reflects our continued commitment to deepening participation
and strengthening the connection between leadership and citizens.

Excellencies, dear colleagues,
For the Marshall Islands, bridging distances is not a single effort—it is a continuous
journey. It is about strengthening the links that connect our islands, empower our people,

and sustain our shared future as one Blue Pacific.

As we gather here, let us continue to work together in that spirit, bridging the distances that
separate us, and strengthening the links that unite us.

Kommool tata. Thank you.



